Mow like a Cow

Are you looking for something better than No Mow May for your lawn or
meadow?

The best flowery meadows are often grazed by cattle, who wander around
eating patches of grass in a random way. You can’t put cattle on your lawn —
but you can mow like a cow. Whether you scythe, strim or mow, it’s doable!
(Unless your meadow is too steep — don’t take any risks!)

It’s May, and the grass is growing. First mow your paths so that your lawn
looks cared for. Now go a bit mad and spend the next few minutes mowing
squiggles — be a bit random! But don’t mow more than about 20% of your lawn
each month.

It’s June and the grass has grown! Mow the paths again and then have a bit
of fun — do some different squiggles! If there are any special flowers, just avoid
them.

Do the same in July and August and September.
Maybe there’s been a drought, and the grass hasn’t grown much. Or maybe
there’s been a monsoon and in some places it’s up to your knees. That’s fine!

If you are lucky, there may be some flowers and butterflies around during the
summer, but if there aren’t any this year, there might be next year — and even
more the year after. Blackbirds and thrushes love the short grass when
searching for worms, insects love the longer grass.

To increase the wildflowers, rake some bare patches in the winter and
scatter yellow rattle and other seeds there. Tread them in gently!
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