
NATIVE TREE SEED GATHERING

Key points

Where to collect

Ancient woodlands, nature reserves, old hedgerows, orchards, 

parks or arboretums

Choose local sites to ensure trees will thrive in their final 

location

Always ask for landowner’s permission before collecting any 

seeds, this may include charities or bodies like National Trust, 

Devon Wildlife Trust or Woodland Trust

When to collect

Collect seeds when ripe but bear in mind that wildlife is also on 

the hunt for food

Most native tree seeds in the UK ripen up in the Autumn, but 

different species will be available at different times during the 

season

*Visiting the site prior to collecting and researching when 

different seeds are available will help you plan where and when 

is best to collect to find what you are looking for

Produced by Moor Trees charity no. 1081142



NATIVE TREE SEED GATHERING

Key points

How to collect – best practice

1. Bring your Tree ID Guide to make sure you are collecting the 

right species and can identify healthy specimens

2. Avoid trees that look diseased, i.e., trees that have stained or 

falling bark, the appearance of ‘bleeding’, large areas of dead 

branches, a patchy crown, withered or unusual coloured leaves

3. Collect seeds from as many trees as possible to increase 

genetic diversity and not exhaust seed source

4. Do not collect all seeds from a single tree to not exhaust seed 

source and deprive wildlife from their food source

5. Collect seeds by hand directly from the tree or from the ground

6. Take care or wear gloves when collecting from spiny/thorny 

species, i.e. Hawthorn, Blackthorn and Dog Rose

7. Place your seeds in buckets or paper bags (ideally) and try not 

to mix different species

8. Label your seeds (species, site, year) before storing to avoid 

mixing of different batches

9. Record what species you have collected, where from (site 

name and Grid Reference) and when (year)
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NATIVE TREE SEED GATHERING

May/June/July



NATIVE TREE SEED GATHERING

August/September



NATIVE TREE SEED GATHERING

September/October



NATIVE TREE SEED GATHERING

October/November



NATIVE TREE SEED GATHERING

Less common/rare species
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